Philosophy 3950
Epistemology 

  

Room: 111 Coates
Time: 11:40-12:30 M W F 

Professor: Jon Cogburn  
Professor's Office: 312 Coates  
Professor's Office Hours: MW 3:00-4:00 

Professor's e-mail: joncogburn@yahoo.com  

Exam time: Th May 10, 7:30-9:30

  

Texts: 
Louis Pojman’s What Can We Know? An Introduction to the Theory of Knowledge (2nd Edition) 

Louis Pojman’s The Theory of Knowledge: Classical and Contemporary Readings (3d Edition).
  

Grades: 20% of the grade is based on homework, which are typed answers to the questions at the end of each chapter on What Can We Know? due at the beginning of class the day for which the reading is assigned.  These will be graded as satisfactory (100%) or not (50%).  Satisfactory answers will fully answer the questions, explaining the background philosophy in a way that a smart undergraduate would have grasp of the relevant concepts upon reading the answer.  Thus assignments will tend to be at a minimum two typed pages.  All papers must fulfill a number of formatting requirements:  (1) They must have one inch margins, (2) they must be typed in 12 point Times or 12 point Times-Roman font, (3) page numbers must be centered at the bottom of the page, (4) papers must be double spaced (with the exception of lengthy passages (longer than two lines worth) of cited material which is one and a half spaced and indented on both sides), (5) papers must be printed out with either an ink jet or laser printer, (6) papers must be stapled together (do not use binders or folders of any sort), and (7) student's name, the date, and the time her course meets must be at the top right hand corner of the first page.  No deviation from these requirements are accepted. The instructor would vastly prefer papers to be justified on both right and left sides. However if you are using a printer in one of the LSU computer labs, such justification sometimes results in spaces between letters. If this is the case, justify left side.
40% of the grade is based on a midterm exam.

40% is based on a final exam.
  

Plagiarism:  Read the spiel on plagiarism on the Dean of Students web site.  If you copy stuff out of the textbook without citing properly, that counts as plagiarism too.
Week 1................ 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 

introduction

Friday, Jan. 19

WCWK 1
Week 2............... 
Monday, Jan. 22 

WCWK 2
Wednesday, Jan. 24, 

WCWK 3
Friday, Jan. 26 


TTOK II.4
Week 3................. 
Monday, Jan. 29 

WCWK 4
Wednesday, Jan. 31 

TTOK III.4, TTOK III.5
Friday, Feb. 2 


WCWK 5
Week 4................. 
Monday, Feb. 5 

TTOK IV.1, TTOK IV.2 
Wednesday, Feb. 7 


TTOK IV.3

Friday, Feb. 9 


TTOK IV.4
Week 5................. 
Monday, Feb. 12 

TTOK IV.5
Wednesday, Feb. 14

WCWK 6
Friday, Feb. 16

TTOK V.1, TTOK V.3
Week 6................ 
Monday, Feb. 19  Wednesday, Feb. 21  

Mardi Gras Holiday, No Class
Friday, Feb. 23

TTOK V.4
Week 7................ 
Monday, Feb. 26 

WCWK 7 
Wednesday, Feb. 28 

TTOK V.5, TTOK V.6
Friday, Mar. 2

TTOK V.2
Week 8................. 
Midsemester examination period
Monday, Mar. 5 

TTOK V.7
Wednesday, Mar. 7 


TTOK V.8, TTOK V.9
Friday, Mar. 9

 Midterm exam
Week 9................. 
13 Mid-semester grades due, 9:00 a.m. 
Monday, Mar. 12 

WCWK 8,  TTOK VI.1
Wednesday, Mar. 14   

TTOK VI.2, TTOK VI.4


Friday, Mar. 16

TTOK VI.5
Week 10................. 
25 Course scheduling for fall semester begins, 5:00 p.m.
Monday, Mar. 19 

TTOK VI.6
Wednesday, Mar. 21 

TTOK VI.7 
Friday, Mar. 23 


WCWK 9 
Week 11................. 
 Monday, Mar. 26 

TTOK VI.8
Wednesday, Mar. 28 


TTOK VI.3, WCWK 10 
Friday, Mar. 30

WCWK 11 
Week 12................. 
Monday, Apr.2 Wednesday, Apr. 4 Friday, Apr. 6 

Spring Break, no class
Week 13................. 
Monday, Apr. 9 

WCWK 12
Wednesday, Apr. 11 

TTOK VII.1, TTOK VII.2, TTOK VII.3 
Friday, Apr. 13 


TTOK VII.4, TTOK VII.5Z
Week 14................. 
Monday, Apr. 16 

WCWK 13
Wednesday, Apr. 18 

WCWK 14
Friday, Apr. 20 


WCWK 15
Week 15................. 
Monday, Apr. 23 

WCWK 16


Wednesday, Apr. 25 

WCWK 17
Friday, Apr. 27

TTOK IV.3
Week 16................. 
Monday, Apr. 30 

TTOK X.4, TTOK IV.5
Wednesday, May 2 

WCWK 18


Friday, May 4 


WCWK 19
Week 17................. 
  

FINAL EXAM Th May 10, 7:30-9:30
