	Philosophy 1001
310-0430    T TH  0237 COATES

[revised on Tuesday March 30]
Exam time: Wednesday, May. 12, 3:00-5:00 
  

Instructor: Jon Cogburn 
Instructor's Office: 105 Coates 
Instructor's Office Hours: T,TH 2:00-3:00 

Instructor's e-mail: joncogburn@yahoo.com 

  

Course's Purpose: 

This class satisfies the requirements for a General Education Course, defined in the following way in the 2002 General Catalog (http://www.lsu.edu/catalogs/2002/generaled.htm).

The University's General Education requirement represents a conviction on the part of the faculty that all students need to reason logically, communicate effectively, and relate to the world around them. While courses completed in a field of study develop specific knowledge and skills in a chosen profession, general education courses not only enhance awareness of the world and the people in it, but also foster an appreciation of the arts and humanities and provide a basic under-standing of mathematical and scientific principles.
General education courses are not hurdles to be overcome; rather, they are the means by which students learn to think, describe, interpret, and analyze the world. Their primary aim is to educate, rather than train, and to instill a desire for life-long learning. Specifically, these courses are designed to produce students who have developed:

• an effective command of written and spoken English;

• an informed appreciation of the roles of the arts and the humanities;

• a familiarity with the nature and function of the social sciences;

• an appreciation of the methods of critical inquiry;

• an ability to deal with moral and ethical issues;

• a rational basis for selecting a vocation;

• an understanding of other cultures and other times; and

• a comprehension of how knowledge is acquired and applied.  
This class will further your quest to master a non-trivial subset of these bullet points.
Reading:
Jon Cogburn and Mark Silcox, Philosophy Through Video Games (Routledge, 2009)
This is available at the LSU bookstore and on-line booksellers. 

  

Requirements: 

In class exams 70%.  
Go to the material for each chapter at http://www.projectbraintrust.com/ptvg/index.html for study help for each exam. Minimally each noted vocabulary word and argument should be memorized, and student should be able to assess arguments for validity. Note that the exams are cumulative, so things from earlier chapters are fair game.
  

Final Paper 30% 
Students will explicate and evaluate the main arguments from a philosophy article that they find on JSTOR (search limited to philosophy!) or The Philosopher’s Index. Length and citational guidelines are as given by the journal Analysis (http://www.oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/analys/for_authors/). In addition, writing must be (1) double spaced, (2) left justified, (3) in Times or Times New Roman 12 pt font, (4) have page numbers in the upper right hand corner (not written but inserted by Word), (5) be stapled, and (6) not have extra space between the paragraphs (in Word go to Paragraph and then click box that says “Don’t add space between paragraphs of same style”). All of these formatting guidelines will be explained further in class. If your paper does not follow any of these guidelines I will delete 10 points (which will be three points off your final grade) and have you turn a correct version in late. Finally, I do not accept work over e-mail.
We will have plenty of opportunity to discuss paper topics in class. Please check your choice of article with the professor by around mid-term grade time, and discuss the conclusion you will defend in your response.

  

Office Hour Policy: 
Students are strongly recommended to make use of the instructor's office hours throughout the semester.  

  

Time to Bail if Professor is Not in Class: 

If, due to an emergency, the professor does not show up within fifteen minutes of the scheduled beginning of class (i.e. by), then just split. Please do not contact the office staff with questions on that day. You will be e-mailed. 

  

Plagiarism and Cheating:


The Dean of Students office defines plagiarism in this manner. 
Plagiarism-plagiarism is defined as the unacknowledged inclusion, in work submitted for credit, of someone else's words, ideas, or data. When a student submits work for credit that includes the words, ideas, or data of others, the source of this information must be acknowledged through complete, accurate, and specific footnote references, and, if verbatim statements are included, through quotation marks as well. Failure to identify any source, published or unpublished, copyrighted or uncopyrighted, from which information, terms, phrases, or concepts have been taken, constitutes plagiarism. Students should also take special note that failure to acknowledge study aids such as Cliff's Notes, encyclopedias, or other common reference books, also constitutes plagiarism. Only universally available facts, e.g., the date of Abraham Lincoln's death or Washington's birthdate, are excluded from such documentation requirements. By placing his or her name on work submitted for credit, the student certifies the originality of all work not otherwise identified by appropriate acknowledgments; 


Notes: Cut and pasting off of web sites without proper citation constitutes plagiarism! For guidelines on how to cite material quoted from web pages, go to http://www.library.wwu.edu/ref/Refhome/chicago.html . Sharing files and changing the wording also constitutes plagiarism.
  

I will report any suspected instance of it to the Dean of Student's office. Anyone I suspect of cheating on in-class or at-home assignements will be reported to the Dean of Student's office. 

Tentative Schedule: 

  

Note:  This schedule is only tentative.  Any changes will be announced in class, and then updated here on the site. 
  

Week 1
Tuesday, Jan. 19  

Introduction
Thursday, Jan. 21 
PTVG 1
Week 2
Tuesday, Jan. 26 

[Final date for dropping courses without receiving a grade of "W"]
PTVG 1

Thursday, Jan. 28 
[Final date for adding courses for credit and making section changes]
PTVG 1
Week 3
Tuesday, Feb. 2 
Exam 1.
Thursday, Feb. 4 

PTVG 2
Week 4
Tuesday, Feb. 9
PTVG 2 
Thursday, Feb. 11 
PTVG 2
Week 5
Tuesday, Feb. 16 
[Mardi Gras holiday: No class.]
Thursday, Feb. 18
Exam 2. 
Week 6
Tuesday, Feb. 23  
PTVG 3
Thursday, Feb. 25  

PTVG 3 
Week 7
Tuesday, March 2 
PTVG 3

Thursday, March 4 

Exam 3
Week 8
Midsemester examination period 

Tuesday, March 9

PTVG 4

Thursday, March 11 
PTVG 4

Week 9
Tuesday, March 16
[Mid‐semester grades due, 9:00 a.m.]
PTVG 4
Thursday, March 18
no class instructor ill
Week 10
Tuesday, March 23 
no class instructor ill

Thursday, March 25 
Exam 4
Week 11
Tuesday, March 30
Handout on arguments for and against God’s existence. (http://www.projectbraintrust.com/cogburn/currentcourses/1000/vgod/god.html) 
Thursday, Apr. 1
Handout on arguments for and against God’s existence. (http://www.projectbraintrust.com/cogburn/currentcourses/1000/vgod/god.html) 
Week 12
Tuesday, Apr. 6
[Spring break: no class]
Thursday, Apr. 8
[Spring break: no class]
Week 13
[April 11 (Sun) - Course scheduling for fall semester, Summer Intersession and Wintersession 

begins, 5:00 p.m.]
Tuesday, Apr. 13
PTVG 5  
Thursday, Apr. 15 
PTVG 5.
Week 14
Tuesday, Apr. 20 
PTVG 5.
Thursday, Apr. 22
Exam 5
Week 15
Tuesday, Apr. 27 
PTVG 6.
Thursday, Apr. 29 

PTVG 6.
Week 16
Tuesday, May4 
PTVG 6.
[May 5 ‐ 9 (W‐Sun) Concentrated Study Period‐‐no meetings, social activities, athletic events, or 

other extracurricular activities requiring student participation will be scheduled; no major examinations will be given in academic courses other than labs]
Thursday, May 6 .
PTVG 6.
Week 17--Final Exam Period
Final paper due, and Exam 6 on Wednesday, May. 12, 3:00-5:00 
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